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Life’s A Beach! 

Get out your flip-flops and coconut bras and get 

ready to ride on the beach!  This year, the funnest members 

of our chapter will be gathering on September 16-18 at the 

happeningest place in Grayland, Ocean Acres Beach Re-

sort. This lovely destination offers all the amenities of 

home, like camping with power for $20 per night, or for the 

purists among us, no power camping for $15 per night.  

Horses are welcome to this lovely beach resort at $12.50 

per night.  There are electric wire corrals for our equine 

partners, or you may highline if you prefer, although trees are not abundant in the beach eco-

system.   For the comfort lovers among us, you may prefer to stay at the Bed and Breakfast for 

$135 a night and reserve a cozy stall for your steed for $25/ night.   Reservations are not neces-

sary for camping- but please call to reserve your space if you need a stall or a room in the B&B. 

If you haven’t ridden at the beach before, you and your horse are sure to encounter some 

new training experiences like surf, kites, vehicles, bull kelp, dead sea lion, or who knows what! 

Bring your spirit of adventure and your best riding pal and join us for a great time! We will 

have a chow-mendous potluck as usual on Saturday at 6:30PM.    

Follow these directions to be there or BE SQUARE: From Olympia, merge onto I-5 South 

toward PORTLAND. 

Merge onto US-101 N via EXIT 104 toward ABERDEEN/PORT ANGELES. 

Take WA-8 W toward MONTESANO/ABERDEEN.  WA-8 W becomes US-12 W.  US-12 W be-

comes US-101 N/E WISHKAH ST. 

Turn LEFT onto S H ST.  S H ST becomes US-101 S. 

Stay STRAIGHT to go onto WA-105.  Turn LEFT to stay on WA-105. 

Ocean Acres B&B Horse Hotel - 3079 State Route 105 – Grayland, WA 98547 

toll free 877 869-4728        360 267-5521    www.horsebeachcamp.com  ——Kristine Thompson 
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 Trail Talk 
    Wow, September already, both days of Summer were beautiful. As a reminder:  

We are lacking in reporting of volunteer hours for this year. I know there has been 

a massive amount of work completed by a large number of members. If you do 

any clearing of trail or work that is related to our mission ( even Fort Lewis trail 

clipping counts )  get a volunteer hours sheet from Chris Nomura, or myself, at a 

meeting or go online to www.NCBCHW.com and download a volunteer hours 

form. If you have been sitting on one get it in as soon as possible so we can get 

grant hours in. September is going to be a pretty busy month. We have the Beach 

Ride from September 16-18 at Ocean Acres out of Grayland, WA. On September 

25th the Chapter Ride will be at Lana Christopherson's.  

 As required by the By-Laws, at the Board Meeting on August 16th, I will be appointing a Nominating Committee Chair-

person for Chapter Officer Elections. Nominations and Elections are in November. If you are interested in running for a 

Board Position, start thinking about it now. I will announce the Committee Chair at the September General Meeting. All 

Board Positions are up for election this year. As many of you know, I am a full time Union Representative, and as such I 

see a lot of organizations and can observe them objectively.  While I have greatly enjoyed my two terms as President of 

the Chapter, and truly feel blessed to have such a great Board of Officers and engaged membership, change is a good 

thing.  I am a firm believer that new ideas and new leadership is needed in every organization every couple of years. I 

will not be running as President of the Chapter for 2012, nor will I accept a nomination to that position. My work require-

ments for 2012 are just going to be too much to schedule around on weekdays with my Weyerhaeuser/ Simpson/ Green 

Diamond Industry Bargaining from March to October. I KNOW  there are several qualified individuals out there that can 

and will do an outstanding job in any one of a number of Board Positions. I am going to remain involved in a meaningful 

way, but more focused on my true passion, trail and site maintenance, whether as Trail Maintenance Coordinator or just 

a helping hand on work parties. I would tell the next President that it is a truly rewarding experience, and you get to work 

with some dedicated volunteers that all share the same purpose: Keeping the traditions of the Nisqually Chapter BCHW 

moving forward and continuing to make this organization fun and something members feel proud to be a part of.  Wayne 

Thompson, President, NCBCHW 
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 BCH Nisqually Chapter Meeting Minutes 
Moose Lodge, Yelm, Washington 

August 3, 2011 

I. Call to order: 7:04 PM. 

II. President-Wayne Thompson: Welcome new members and guests.  Reading of full mission statement. 

Introduction of board members. DNR user group meeting clarified rules on volunteer hours which count to-

ward earning next year’s Discover Pass. Work parties that are deemed necessary and priority that are above 

and beyond all Adopt-A-Site agreements count toward earned hours. Re-route project has been deemed a 

priority.  Gerber Legendary Blades has made a sizable contribution of trail maintenance tools to our chapter. 

30 clippers, 15 Multi-tools, 15 trail saws, and 15 foldable loppers were donated. These will be distributed by 

drawings of members that have participated in work parties or trail work in preparation for chapter rides. 

Representatives from Gerber have been invited to the steak ride to show our appreciation. Steak Ride- food 

will be served about 4:15ish. 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting: Motion made by Roger Evenson to approve July minutes as 

published in newsletter. M/S/C. 

IV. Treasurerôs Report: Gary Skinner was absent. Wayne reported on chapter finances: we are solvent. 

V. Director-Alan Pankau: recap of directors’ meeting in June, topics covered included: Webinar August 9th, 

18th, BCHW brochures distributed to chapters, Discover Pass, BCHW Legislative Director position is open, 

BCHW Store is set up for on-line purchases and director can pick up your order at next directors’ meeting in 

September, Calendar Raffle- 18 available at $20 each-see Alan to purchase, non-raffle calendars are also 

available, Rendezvous made money this year, “State” is removed from name, lifetime memberships are 

available, amendments to state by-laws that would add BCHA directors to have voting rights failed, past 

presidents also have no voting rights, BCHW promotional video made by Louise Caywood, discussion of 

liability insurance and what is and is not covered, and next BCHA meeting to be held in Eugene, OR- date 

TBD. 

VI. Trail Scout-Barb Evenson: July 17- Ride at Scatter Creek had 8 riders and awesome snack share. Elbe 

Campout was fun. Next campout scheduled for Keene’s August 13,14- Reports of impassable trails and 

bridge out- alternative locations for campout were discussed and Elbe was chosen. Steak Ride will be Au-

gust 21 at Bar Rockin’ E, 1st out at 12:30-Last out at 1:15.  Sept. 16-18 is beach ride at Ocean Acres at Gray-

land.  Sept. 25 ride is at Lana Christopherson’s place 1st rider out at 10, last at 10:30. See website for direc-

tions to rides.  

VII. Old Business- Chapter Auction fundraiser is set for October 14, at Yelm Moose Lodge. Donations of 

items or cash to the chapter are 501c3 tax deductable. Carol to post a letter on website to help get donations for 

auction. Question about maps on Fort Lewis- Paula Walker to seek maps of fort for chapter members. Question 

about signage of trails and roads in Capitol Forest- no members had seen any new signs yet. Question about rails 

to trails and yielding to horses. 

VIII. Web mistress-Carol Hill: Letter will be posted on www.NCBCHW.com website for donation seeking. Di-

rections to events are on the calendar of events page 
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Big thanks to Yelm Farm & Pet for sponsoring our   

Hoofprints program!! 

IX.  Good of the Order: Diane Jackson having Dr. Vetter for equine dental work Saturday- others can come 

that day for dental work-contact Diane.  Laura Dell- we have a closed group facebook page. Email or friend 

Laura to be added. 

X.  Drawing -for trail tools from names of trail work participants. 

XI.  Meeting Adjourned: 8:25PM      members:35   Guests:1  Moose: 6     

Respectfully submitted by Kristine Thompson, Secretary 
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 ELBE CAMPOUTs  

The Camp over at Elbe on July 23 24 was a wonderful time.  

12 members plus 2 guests graced the trails and campground of 

this beautiful facility, enjoying good trails, great camp spots and 

good company.  The pot luck dinner was open to all, and was 

attended by some BCHW- Capitol Riders and  also other 

BCHW members unaffiliated with any chapters.  The sun finally 

found its way out of the clouds for the weekend riding, and 

some folks took time out of their haying schedule to get to Sa-

hara Creek Campground.  Kudos to Alan & Kelly Pankau for 

being the early birds on Sunday . . . on the trail by 8:30 A.M!!  

Part 2:  The camp over at Keene's was changed to Elbe for the weekend of Aug 13-14.  we had 10 members show to 

ride the trails and share in another scrumptious pot luck.  Colleen Nichols put some time into the yummy rollups & dev-

iled eggs, and Kelly Pankau won us all over with her blueberry cobbler.  Good riding, good views, good folks!! 

Passes & Fees  
The $30 Northwest Forest pass is a USFS trailhead parking pass required at trailheads that meet a 

minimum 6 amenity test.   These amenities include outhouses, kiosks, signage, garbage pickup, picnic 

tables, and a couple of others.   

 he $30 Discover Pass is on all state lands and not tied to specific trailhead parking.   You need it even 

for dispersed parking. 

 There is no trail pass needed on USFS and DNR lands in the State of Washington, just really these 

parking passes. 

 That said, the USFS could actually implement a special trail pass for specialized trails (what we refer to 

in advocacy as a bridle tag fee), and they have done  so in some places back east, but not in Washington 

or Oregon (Region 6).  Only the parking passes.   $30 for USFS (NW Forest Pass).  $30 for state lands 

(Discover Pass).  

The USFS does have camping fees at designated campgrounds.  If you pay a camping fee, you do not also 

have to have a NW Forest Pass.   DNR does not have camping fees so you always need the Discover Pass 

on DNR lands.   

 If you use National Parks, it gets more complicated as they have a separate fee system.   A good refer-

ence can be found on the WTA website. 

http://www.wta.org/trail-news/hiking-info/basics/passes-and-permit-info/hiking-basics/what-pass-do-i-

need-faq   

Jeff Chapman, via Alan Pankau 

http://www.wta.org/trail-news/hiking-info/basics/passes-and-permit-info/hiking-basics/what-pass-do-i-need-faq
http://www.wta.org/trail-news/hiking-info/basics/passes-and-permit-info/hiking-basics/what-pass-do-i-need-faq
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 TRAIL REPAIR / LOST VALLEY LOOP 
After a report of a dangerous section of the Lost Valley Loop was 

reported at the July general meeting, the Nisqually Chapter BCHW 

scheduled an emergency repair of a failing puncheon bridge.  Two 

members, Roger Evenson and 

President Wayne Thompson, 

brought their personal ATVs to 

tow the new, nifty DNR gravel 

trailers.   John Williams, Trail 

maintenance Coordinator hauled his John Deere to the Fall Creek campground to 

load gravel.  As extra personnel showed up than was needed for the trail repair, the 

opportunity was taken to clean out manure bins, and clean the campground.   

Kristine Thompson, Barb Evenson and Kelly Pankau manned the ground crew, do-

ing a clean sweep of the campground and parking areas, as well as hand shoveling 

the manure bins clean.  And our brave, award-winning chapter photographer, Alan 

Pankau, embedded with the gravel crew to get some firsthand action pictures.  Way 

to go, all who pitched in!! 

Feeling Lucky? 
The 2012 BCHW raffle calendars are available:  For $20 each, you get 12 chances to be a winner.  There will be 11 

monthly drawings of $300/ each PLUS the grand prize drawing of $3000 to be held in December, 2012.  Non-raffle cal-

endars are also available for $12/each.  These calendars are chock full of beautiful photography, with ample space to 

not only note appointments, but to keep track of volunteer hours and hoof print hours.  Want one or more?  Bring your 

checkbook to the September meeting or contact Alan Pankau. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

  f  
Join us on Facebook!!  To join, find us from your facebook home or profile page via 

the search bar.  Type in Nisqually Chapter Back Country Horsemen , and locate the 

GROUP.  To join a group, click "Ask to Join Group" at the upper right side of the group's page. 

You can also be added to a group by a friend who is already a member.  Since groups require 

admin approval for you to join, you may have to wait for an admin to confirm your request.   If you can not locate the 

group, friend  me, Laura Dell, and I will add you to the group.  The group is closed to non members, as we wish to 

maintain security if you post where you re planning to ride, etc.  This is a really dynamic way to stay current and in 

touch with fellow Nisquallians!! 

What is the Discover Pass? 
The Discover Pass is a vehicle-access pass required, as of July 1st 2011, on state recreation lands including those ad-

ministered by WA state parks, WDFW  ( Scatter Creek, Skookumchuck )  

and DNR ( Elbe/Sahara Creek, Capitol Forest ) .    Cost for an annual 

pass is $35; a day pass is $11.50.  The annual pass is good for one year 

from date of issue and is available online at discoverpass.wa.gov, by 

phone @ ( 866 ) 320-9933 or at retail vendors who currently sell hunting 

and fishing licenses (Sunbird, Cabela s, Wal-Mart ) .  This fall you will 

be able to purchase a pass when renewing a vehicle license.  Revenue 

from the pass is needed to make up the loss of general fund money that 

has historically been available.  The revenue will be used for the purpose 

of operating and maintaining recreation lands and facilities. 

Volunteers can earn a complimentary  Discover Pas with 24 hours, in a 12-month period, of work on eligible projects.  

While working on a project, vouchers for parking will be issued, so no pass is needed at that time. 

If you already have a WDFW parking permit, you do NOT need a Discover Pass for parking on WDFW lands . . . but you 

DO need a Discover Pass for state lands and DNR areas.  If you purchase a Discover Pass, you are covered on ALL 

state lands, including WDFW.  Want more info?  Check out discoverpass.wa.gov or call ( 866 ) 320-9933. 

Grass Fed Beef For Sale:  Contact Pat Long if interested.  ( 253 )  732-6988 or ( 2 53 )  847-6315. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Leave No Trace 

Sept ride at Lana½s 
Our September 25th Chapter ride will be hosted by Lana Christopherson at their place.  First rider out at 10 AM, last rider out at 

10:30.  Lana always puts on a great ride as she has put in miles of trails on the Weyerhaeuser property behind their spread.  To get 

there from Yelm:  Go out Bald Hills Road, either from Vail (right past Stewart s Meats ) or 507 (at the Am/Pm).  Continue to  

Longmire, turn right.  Follow the yellow sandwich board signs.  Cya there!! 
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2011 Nisqually Chapter BCHW Board  

 

 

President Wayne Thompson 360-894-7652 waynet576@aol.com 

Vice President Mike Muller 360-446-5572 mcrslght@ywave.com 

Secretary Kristine Thompson 360-894-7652 rainydayrider@aol.com 

Treasurer Gary Skinner 360-280-7872 gskinner@orionmarkets.com 

Director Alan Pankau 360-446-5958 pankau@ywave.com 

Alternate Director Bob Bacon 360-264-4528 oledog48@msn.com 

Trail Maintenance John Williams 360-400-1975 terrejwilliams@aol.com 

Trail Scout Barb Evenson 360-458-9775 None 

www.ncbchw.com  

Hoof Prints Barbara Veal 253-843-1230 royfarm@aol.com 

Membership Kelly Pankau 360-446-5958 kpankau@ywave.com 

Hospitality Kelly Pankau 360 446-5958 kpankau@ywave.com 

Leave No Trace Laura Lluellyn 253-906-7405 lalluellyn@yahoo.com 

Photographer Alan Pankau 360-446-5958 pankau@ywave.com 

Newsletter Editor Laura Dell 360-446-5572 nisqnews@gmail.com 

Publicity Pat Long 253-847-6315 homstd@peoplepc.com 

Sun Shine Lynne Wurzer 253-531-2750 None 

Volunteer  Hours Chris Nomura 253-686-2247 cnomura@ci.tacoma.wa.us 

Ways & Means Jan Connors 360-458-2740 None 

Web Manager Carol Hill 360-458-5521 caroldhill@yahoo.com 

Volunteer Appointees and Committee Members  

Check out our website!!: 
The Trailhead News publishes monthly.  Deadline for articles 

submitted is the 15th of each month.  Articles should be sub-

mitted in Word format to nisqnews@gmail.com.  Pictures 

should be in a JPEG format.  Not all articles submitted will be 

published . . . Please keep articles limited to NCBCHW news 

or pertaining to the Back Country Horseman mission.    
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Nisqually Chapter BCHW 

PO Box 641 

Yelm, WA 98597-0641 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 


